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Inheritance Taa;ation. By Petee V. Ross. (San Francisco: 
Bancroft-Whitney Company. 1912. Pp. Ixix, 841. $6.00.) 

Both of these works are legal in character and are based 
upon the same general plan, namely, a topical discussion of the 
legal questions involved in the enactment and administration of 
inheritance tax laws in the United States, followed by a full 
statement of existing laws in each of the states at the close of 
the year 1911. Both apparently give exhaustive citations of 
court decisions. The list of cases cited is given separately by 
Ross, but not by Blaliemore and Bancroft. On the other hand, 
the latter furnish much more historical material than does Ross. 
In connection with each state they give a list of all the statutes 
which have been enacted, as well as the constitutional provisions 
bearing on the taxation of inheritances, and a full analysis of 
the more recent enactments, including the legislation of the federal 
government. Appendices contain tables showing for each state 
whether or not it imposes an inheritance tax (distinguishing 
direct and collateral taxes), rates, and exemptions; whether the 
tax is collected on shares of non-residents in domestic corpora- 
tions, and on stock of foreign corporations owning property in 
the state. Taken in connection with Bancroft's Inheritance Taxes 
for Investors, published in 1911, this work furnishes an eJchaustive 
statement of the existing law governing inheritance taxation in 
the United States, as well as a valuable summary of its legal 
history and present condition. H. B. G. 

Tax Administration in Iowa. By John E. Brindley. Iowa 
Applied History Series, Vol. I, No. 7. (Iowa City: The 
State Historical Society of Iowa. 1912. Pp. 120.) 

Professor Brindley's thorough and critical study of the his- 
tory of taxation in Iowa and of recent tax reform movements 
in other states, published in 1910 (see American Economic 
Review, vol. I, p. 603), was apparently an important factor in 
bringing about the appointment by the Iowa legislature of a tax 
commission to consider the revision of the tax system of the state, 
on which commission Professor Brindley has served as secre- 
tary. In the present volume he reprints and brings down to date 
the chapter of his earlier volume containing the general review 
of the history of taxation in Iowa and adds two chapters 
on the county assessor and tax commission movement, and 



